
Wilkes-Barre: A City with a Rich History and
Vibrant Culture
Wilkes-Barre is a city in Pennsylvania with a rich history and vibrant culture.
It is home to a number of historical landmarks, museums, and art galleries.
The city also has a thriving arts scene, with a number of theaters, music
venues, and art studios.
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History

Wilkes-Barre was founded in 1769 by John Wilkes and Isaac Barré. The
city played an important role in the American Revolutionary War, and was
the site of the Wyoming Valley Massacre in 1778. After the war, Wilkes-
Barre became a major center for the coal industry. In the 20th century, the
city experienced a decline in its industrial base, but has since rebounded
with a focus on tourism, education, and healthcare.

Culture
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Wilkes-Barre has a vibrant culture with a number of attractions for visitors.
The city is home to the Mohegan Sun Arena, which hosts concerts and
other events. The F.M. Kirby Center for the Performing Arts is another
popular venue for concerts, plays, and other performances. The city also
has a number of museums, including the Wyoming Valley History Museum
and the Luzerne County Historical Society Museum.

Wilkes-Barre is also home to a number of art galleries. The
ArtsYOUniversity Gallery at Wilkes University features contemporary art
from students and faculty. The Riverfront Art Gallery is another popular spot
for art lovers, featuring works from local and regional artists.

Things to do

There are a number of things to do in Wilkes-Barre. Visitors can explore the
city's history at the Wyoming Valley History Museum or the Luzerne County
Historical Society Museum. They can also catch a concert or show at the
Mohegan Sun Arena or the F.M. Kirby Center for the Performing Arts. Art
lovers can visit the ArtsYOUniversity Gallery at Wilkes University or the
Riverfront Art Gallery.

For outdoor enthusiasts, there are a number of parks and trails in Wilkes-
Barre. The River Common is a popular spot for walking, biking, and fishing.
The Wyoming Valley Trail is another great option for hikers and bikers. The
trail follows the Susquehanna River for 29 miles, offering scenic views of
the river and the surrounding mountains.

Wilkes-Barre is a city with a rich history and vibrant culture. It is home to a
number of historical landmarks, museums, and art galleries. The city also
has a thriving arts scene, with a number of theaters, music venues, and art



studios. There are a number of things to do in Wilkes-Barre, making it a
great destination for visitors of all ages.
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