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In the annals of biblical narratives, the story of the spikenard woman's
anointing of Jesus' feet stands as a poignant and enigmatic episode. This
act, described in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, has
captivated the imagination of Christians for centuries, inspiring countless
works of art, literature, and theological reflection. Through a literary and
spiritual exploration of this transformative event, we seek to unravel the
multifaceted meanings and implications it holds for our understanding of
faith, worship, and the nature of divine grace.

The Literary Context

The story of the spikenard woman's anointing is situated within the broader
context of Jesus' ministry in Galilee. As Jesus and his disciples make their
way to Jerusalem, they are invited to a dinner at the house of Simon the
leper (Matthew 26:6-13, Mark 14:3-9, Luke 7:36-50, John 12:1-8). During
the meal, an unnamed woman enters the room, carrying an alabaster jar of
costly spikenard perfume.

The woman's actions are both unconventional and deeply symbolic. She
approaches Jesus, kneels at his feet, and begins to anoint them with the
fragrant oil. Her tears fall on his feet, and she wipes them away with her
hair. This act of devotion and humility contrasts sharply with the skeptical
attitude of the other guests, who criticize the woman's extravagance and
question the propriety of her actions.

FREE

https://foreword.aroadtome.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=%3D


Symbolism and Interpretation

The spikenard woman's anointing of Jesus' feet is rich in symbolism and
invites multiple layers of interpretation. On a literal level, the oil represents
the woman's lavish and costly offering to Jesus. Spikenard was a highly
prized perfume, and the woman's extravagant use of it demonstrates her
deep love and reverence for him.

Beyond its material value, the spikenard oil symbolizes the woman's inner
devotion and repentance. Her tears, which mingle with the oil, are seen as
a sign of her sorrow for her sins and her desire for forgiveness. The act of
anointing Jesus' feet with her hair further signifies her humility and
submission to his authority.

The woman's anointing also foreshadows Jesus' upcoming death and
burial. The oil traditionally used to prepare bodies for burial is similar to the
spikenard used by the woman. By anointing Jesus' feet, the woman may
have been unconsciously preparing him for his impending sacrifice.

Theological Significance

The spikenard woman's anointing of Jesus' feet has profound theological
implications for our understanding of faith, worship, and divine grace. The
woman's actions embody the essence of true worship – a heartfelt offering
of love, devotion, and repentance. Her willingness to humble herself before
Jesus and to anoint his feet with her own tears and hair demonstrates the
radical nature of discipleship and the importance of surrendering our whole
selves to God.

The woman's act of anointing also reveals the transformative power of
divine grace. Jesus' response to the woman's anointing is one of



compassion and forgiveness. He declares that her sins are forgiven and
that her faith has saved her (Luke 7:48-50). This encounter highlights the
boundless mercy of God and the possibility of redemption for even the
most sinful of individuals.

Enduring Relevance

The story of the spikenard woman's anointing of Jesus' feet continues to
resonate with Christians today, offering a timeless example of devotion,
humility, and the transformative power of divine grace. Through her actions,
the woman reminds us of the importance of wholehearted worship, the
value of repentance, and the boundless love and forgiveness of God.

In the sacrament of anointing the sick, the Church continues to draw
inspiration from the spikenard woman's anointing of Jesus' feet. This
sacrament, which involves the anointing of the sick with holy oil, is a sign of
God's healing and comforting presence and a reminder of the
transformative power of divine grace.

The spikenard woman's anointing of Jesus' feet is a multifaceted and
deeply significant event in the Gospel narratives. Through a literary and
spiritual exploration, we have uncovered its rich symbolism, theological
implications, and enduring relevance for Christian tradition. The story of the
spikenard woman serves as a timeless reminder of the transformative
power of divine grace, the importance of wholehearted worship, and the
boundless love of God for all who seek him.
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