
Unveiling the Australian Ugliness: A Journey
Through Architectural Identity
Robin Boyd's The Australian Ugliness is a seminal work on the history of
Australian architecture. First published in 1960, the book examined the
ways in which the Australian environment had shaped the country's
architecture and, by extension, its national identity.

Boyd's central thesis is that Australian architecture has been plagued by a
lack of imagination and a slavish adherence to European models. He
argues that this has resulted in a built environment that is largely unoriginal,
unsuited to the Australian climate, and often visually offensive.
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Boyd's book has been highly influential and has helped to shape the way
that Australians think about architecture. It has also been the subject of
much debate, with some critics arguing that Boyd's views are too harsh and
that he fails to appreciate the many positive aspects of Australian
architecture.
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Nevertheless, there is no doubt that The Australian Ugliness is a major
work of Australian literature and essential reading for anyone interested in
the country's architecture and culture.

A Closer Look at Boyd's Arguments

Boyd begins his book by arguing that the Australian environment has had a
profound impact on the country's architecture. He notes that the vast
majority of Australia is arid or semi-arid, and that this has led to a focus on
building houses that are designed to keep out the heat and dust.

Boyd also argues that the Australian climate has led to a preference for
outdoor living. This is reflected in the popularity of verandas, patios, and
courtyards in Australian homes.

In addition to the environment, Boyd also argues that Australian
architecture has been shaped by the country's cultural history. He notes
that Australia was founded as a penal colony, and that this has led to a
deep-seated cultural cringe. As a result, many Australians have been
reluctant to embrace their own culture and have instead looked to Europe
for inspiration.

Boyd argues that this cultural cringe has had a detrimental effect on
Australian architecture. He believes that Australian architects have been
too willing to imitate European styles, and that this has resulted in a built
environment that is largely unoriginal and uninspired.

The Legacy of The Australian Ugliness

The Australian Ugliness has been a highly influential book since its first
publication in 1960. It has helped to shape the way that Australians think



about architecture and has inspired a new generation of Australian
architects to embrace their own culture and to create a more original and
sustainable built environment.

The book has also been the subject of much debate, with some critics
arguing that Boyd's views are too harsh and that he fails to appreciate the
many positive aspects of Australian architecture. Nevertheless, there is no
doubt that The Australian Ugliness is a major work of Australian literature
and essential reading for anyone interested in the country's architecture
and culture.

Robin Boyd's The Australian Ugliness is a classic work of Australian
literature and essential reading for anyone interested in the country's
architecture and culture. The book provides a fascinating insight into the
ways in which the Australian environment and cultural history have shaped
the country's built environment. Boyd's arguments are both provocative and
insightful, and they continue to inspire debate among architects and
scholars today.

Whether you agree with Boyd's views or not, there is no doubt that The
Australian Ugliness is a major work of Australian literature that deserves to
be read by anyone interested in the country's architecture and culture.
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