
Three Years on the Plains: Observations of
Indians, 1867-1870
By Francis Parkman

In 1867, Francis Parkman, a brilliant and renowned historian, embarked on
a perilous journey across the Great Plains of the American West. His goal
was to meet and observe the Native American tribes who had long
inhabited this vast and unforgiving land.
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For three years, Parkman lived among the Sioux, Cheyenne, and Kiowa,
traveling with them on their hunts, attending their councils, and witnessing
their daily lives. He recorded his observations in a series of letters, which
were later published in book form as Three Years on the Plains.

Parkman's account is a vivid and unforgettable portrait of the American
West in the 1860s. He describes the breathtaking scenery of the Great
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Plains, the nomadic lifestyle of the Indians, and the complex social and
political structures that governed their lives.

Parkman also provides a unique perspective on the relationship between
Native Americans and white settlers. He witnessed the growing tensions
between the two groups, and he foresaw the tragic conflict that would soon
erupt. Three Years on the Plains is a classic work of American history and
literature. It is a must-read for anyone who wants to understand the
American West and the Native American experience.
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Chapter 1: The Great Plains

The Great Plains of the American West are a vast and unforgiving land.
They stretch for hundreds of miles in every direction, and they are covered
in short grass and sagebrush. The climate is harsh, with extreme
temperatures and little rainfall.

In the 1860s, the Great Plains were home to a number of Native American
tribes, including the Sioux, Cheyenne, and Kiowa. These tribes had lived
on the Plains for centuries, and they had developed a unique way of life
that was adapted to the harsh environment.



Parkman was fascinated by the Great Plains, and he spent a great deal of
time describing them in his book. He marveled at their beauty and their
vastness, but he also recognized their dangers.

“The Great Plains are a stern and desolate region. They are a
land of extremes, where the heat of summer is as oppressive
as the cold of winter. The wind blows constantly, and the dust
is so thick that it is often difficult to see.

But there is also a strange beauty to the Great Plains. The vast
expanse of sky and land is breathtaking, and the sunsets are
spectacular. The air is pure and clear, and the stars are
incredibly bright.”

Parkman's description of the Great Plains is both accurate and evocative.
He captures the beauty and the harshness of this unique landscape.

Chapter 2: The Sioux

The Sioux are one of the largest and most well-known Native American
tribes in the United States. They lived on the Great Plains for centuries, and
they were known for their fierce warriors and their proud culture.

Parkman spent a great deal of time with the Sioux, and he came to admire
their many strengths. He was impressed by their courage, their intelligence,
and their resourcefulness.



“The Sioux are a proud and independent people. They are not
afraid to fight for their rights, and they are always ready to
defend their land.

The Sioux are also a very intelligent people. They have a deep
understanding of the natural world, and they are skilled in
hunting, fishing, and farming.”

However, Parkman also recognized the challenges that the Sioux faced. He
saw the devastating effects of alcohol and disease on their communities,
and he witnessed the growing tensions between the Sioux and the white
settlers.

“The Sioux are facing many challenges today. They are
struggling with poverty, unemployment, and crime. They are
also losing their land and their culture.

But the Sioux are a resilient people. They have survived
centuries of adversity, and they are determined to continue to
fight for their future.”

Parkman's account of the Sioux is a complex and nuanced portrait. He
admires their strengths and acknowledges their challenges. His work
provides a valuable insight into the history and culture of one of the most
important Native American tribes in the United States.

Chapter 3: The Cheyenne



The Cheyenne are another major Native American tribe that lived on the
Great Plains. They were known for their skilled horsemanship and their
fierce warriors.

Parkman spent less time with the Cheyenne than he did with the Sioux, but
he was still impressed by their many strengths. He described them as "a
brave and warlike people, but also generous and hospitable."

“The Cheyenne are a proud and independent people. They are
not afraid to fight for their rights, and they are always ready to
defend their land.

The Cheyenne are also a very spiritual people. They have a
deep connection to the natural world, and they believe that all
things are connected.”

Like the Sioux, the Cheyenne faced many challenges in the 1860s. They
were losing their land to white settlers, and they were being forced to adapt
to a new way of life.

“The Cheyenne are facing many challenges today. They are
struggling with poverty, unemployment, and crime. They are
also losing their land and their culture.

But the Cheyenne are a resilient people. They have survived
centuries of adversity, and they are determined to continue to



fight for their future.”
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