Legal and Ethical Issues for the IBCLC: A
Comprehensive Guide

As an IBCLC, you play a vital role in supporting breastfeeding families.
However, it is important to be aware of the legal and ethical issues that may
arise in your practice.
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This comprehensive guide will cover the following topics:

= Informed consent

= Confidentiality

= Record-keeping

= Professional liability insurance
= Scope of practice

= Cultural competence

= Ethical decision-making
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Informed Consent

Informed consent is a legal and ethical requirement that ensures that
patients understand the risks and benefits of a procedure or treatment
before they agree to it.

When obtaining informed consent from a breastfeeding mother, you should
explain the following:

= The purpose of the consultation

= The risks and benefits of the recommended interventions

= The alternatives to the recommended interventions

= The patient's right to refuse the recommended interventions

It is important to obtain informed consent in writing. This can be done by
having the patient sign a consent form.

Confidentiality

Confidentiality is a legal and ethical obligation that requires healthcare
professionals to keep patient information private.

You must not disclose patient information to anyone without their consent,
except in the following circumstances:

=  When required by law

=  When necessary to protect the patient or others from harm

=  When necessary for the provision of care



You should take steps to protect patient confidentiality, such as:

= Using a secure electronic health record system
= Storing patient information in a locked cabinet

= Shredding patient records before discarding them

Record-Keeping
You are required to keep accurate and complete records of all patient care.
These records should include:

= The patient's name, address, and phone number

= The date of the consultation

= The reason for the consultation

= The interventions provided

= The patient's response to the interventions

= Any follow-up care
You should keep patient records for at least seven years.

Professional Liability Insurance

Professional liability insurance (PLI) protects you from financial liability if
you are sued for malpractice.

PLI is not required by law, but it is highly recommended. If you are sued for
malpractice, PLI can help you pay for legal fees, damages, and other
expenses.



Scope of Practice

The scope of practice for IBCLCs is defined by the International Lactation
Consultant Association (ILCA).

IBCLCs are qualified to provide the following services:

= Lactation counseling and education

= Breastfeeding management and support
= Breastfeeding assessment and diagnosis
= Lactation care plans

= Referrals to other healthcare professionals

IBCLCs are not qualified to provide medical diagnosis or treatment.

Cultural Competence

Cultural competence is the ability to provide care that is sensitive to the
cultural beliefs and values of patients.

As an IBCLC, it is important to be aware of the cultural diversity of your
patients.

You can provide culturally competent care by:

= Learning about the cultural beliefs and values of your patients
= Using interpreters when necessary

= Respecting the privacy of your patients



= Avoiding stereotypes

Ethical Decision-Making
Ethical decision-making is the process of making decisions that are in
accordance with ethical principles.

When making ethical decisions, you should consider the following:

= The patient's best interests

= The ethical principles of autonomy, beneficence, non-maleficence, and
justice

= The legal and regulatory requirements

It is important to seek guidance from other healthcare professionals, ethics
committees, or legal counsel when making difficult ethical decisions.

Legal and ethical issues are an important part of IBCLC practice.

By understanding the legal and ethical requirements, you can protect
yourself and your patients.

This guide provides a comprehensive overview of the legal and ethical
issues that IBCLCs may face in their practice.

By following the guidance in this guide, you can ensure that you are
providing high-quality, ethical care to your patients.
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