
Landscape Architectural Research Inquiry
Strategy Design: A Path to Sustainable and
Resilient Landscapes
Landscape architectural research holds immense potential in shaping the
future of our built and natural environments. By employing a robust inquiry
strategy design, landscape architects can delve into complex issues,
generate innovative solutions, and contribute to the development of
sustainable and resilient landscapes. This article provides a comprehensive
overview of inquiry strategy design in landscape architectural research,
exploring its principles, methodologies, and practical applications through
compelling case studies.
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Principles of Inquiry Strategy Design

An effective inquiry strategy design in landscape architectural research
hinges upon several fundamental principles:
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Clarity of Purpose: Establishing a well-defined research question and
objectives to guide the inquiry.

Methodological Rigor: Utilizing appropriate research methods and
techniques to ensure data accuracy and reliability.

Contextual Awareness: Understanding the broader context of the
research, including site conditions, stakeholders, and societal needs.

Interdisciplinary Collaboration: Fostering partnerships with
professionals from diverse fields to gain a comprehensive perspective.

Ethical Considerations: Adhering to ethical guidelines in research
conduct, respecting the rights and privacy of participants and the
environment.

Methodologies for Inquiry Strategy Design

Landscape architectural research employs a diverse range of
methodologies to address complex questions. These include:

Qualitative Research: Exploring subjective experiences, perceptions,
and meanings through interviews, focus groups, and participant
observation.

Quantitative Research: Utilizing numerical data to measure and
analyze objective phenomena using surveys, questionnaires, and
statistical analysis.

Mixed Methods: Combining qualitative and quantitative methods to
gain a more comprehensive understanding of the research topic.



Participatory Action Research: Engaging stakeholders in the
research process to empower them and foster ownership of the
findings.

Historical Research: Examining historical documents and artifacts to
trace the evolution of landscape practices and their impact on the
environment.

Case Studies in Inquiry Strategy Design

To illustrate the practical applications of inquiry strategy design, let's delve
into three compelling case studies:

Case Study 1: Sustainable Urban Stormwater Management

Research Question: How can landscape architectural design contribute to
the development of sustainable stormwater management systems in urban
environments?

Methodology: A mixed-methods approach involving site analysis,
stakeholder interviews, and hydrological modeling.

Findings: The research team identified innovative design strategies for
integrating green infrastructure elements into urban landscapes, resulting in
improved stormwater infiltration, reduced runoff, and enhanced biodiversity.

Case Study 2: Resilience of Coastal Landscapes

Research Question: What adaptation and mitigation strategies can
enhance the resilience of coastal landscapes to sea-level rise and storm
events?



Methodology: A participatory action research approach involving local
communities, researchers, and policymakers.

Findings: The project developed a comprehensive resilience plan that
incorporated nature-based solutions, such as dune restoration and the
creation of living shorelines, to protect coastal communities from the
impacts of climate change.

Case Study 3: Social Equity in Urban Parks

Research Question: How can landscape architectural design promote
social equity and inclusivity in urban parks?

Methodology: Qualitative research involving interviews with park users,
community workshops, and ethnographic observations.

Findings: The study revealed the importance of participatory design,
accessibility features, and cultural representation in creating welcoming
and equitable public spaces that meet the needs of diverse communities.

Landscape Architectural Research Inquiry Strategy Design is a powerful
tool for advancing the field and addressing pressing environmental and
societal challenges. By adhering to its principles, employing appropriate
methodologies, and drawing inspiration from successful case studies,
landscape architects can shape sustainable and resilient landscapes that
enhance the well-being of communities and ecosystems.

This in-depth exploration into inquiry strategy design provides a valuable
roadmap for landscape architectural researchers and practitioners alike,



empowering them to conduct transformative research that will shape the
future of our built and natural environments.
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