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Intelligence is a complex and multifaceted construct that has been studied
by psychologists for centuries. One area of research that has received
considerable attention in recent years is the relationship between
intelligence and criminal behavior. While it is clear that there is no single
cause of crime, there is evidence to suggest that intelligence may play a
role in the development of criminal behavior.
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One of the most consistent findings in the research on intelligence and
crime is that offenders tend to have lower IQ scores than non-offenders.
This relationship has been found in studies of both juveniles and adults,
and it is consistent across a variety of different types of crime. For example,
a meta-analysis of 52 studies found that the average IQ score of juvenile
offenders was 90.3, compared to 100 for non-offenders. Similarly, a study
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of adult offenders found that the average IQ score was 93.7, compared to
100 for non-offenders.

There are a number of possible explanations for the relationship between
intelligence and crime. One possibility is that lower intelligence leads to
poor decision-making, which can increase the likelihood of engaging in
criminal behavior. Another possibility is that lower intelligence makes it
more difficult to succeed in school and in the job market, which can lead to
frustration and resentment and ultimately to criminal behavior. Finally, it is
also possible that lower intelligence is a marker for other risk factors for
crime, such as poverty, family instability, and peer pressure.

While the relationship between intelligence and crime is complex and there
are many factors that contribute to criminal behavior, the evidence
suggests that intelligence may play a role. This is an important finding, as it
can help us to better understand the causes of crime and to develop more
effective prevention and intervention programs.

In his book, Intelligence In Youthful Offenders, Dustin Hartley provides a
comprehensive overview of the research on intelligence and crime. He
discusses the different theories that have been proposed to explain the
relationship between intelligence and crime, and he presents the evidence
for and against each theory. He also discusses the implications of the
research for prevention and intervention programs.

Intelligence In Youthful Offenders is a valuable resource for anyone who is
interested in the relationship between intelligence and crime. It is a well-
written and informative book that provides a comprehensive overview of the



research on this topic. I highly recommend it to anyone who is interested in
this area of study.
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Intelligence is a complex and multifaceted construct that has been studied
by psychologists for centuries. One area of research that has received
considerable attention in recent years is the relationship between
intelligence and criminal behavior. While it is clear that there is no single
cause of crime, there is evidence to suggest that intelligence may play a
role in the development of criminal behavior.

In this book, we will explore the relationship between intelligence and
crime. We will discuss the different theories that have been proposed to
explain this relationship, and we will present the evidence for and against
each theory. We will also discuss the implications of the research for
prevention and intervention programs.

The Relationship Between Intelligence and Crime

One of the most consistent findings in the research on intelligence and
crime is that offenders tend to have lower IQ scores than non-offenders.



This relationship has been found in studies of both juveniles and adults,
and it is consistent across a variety of different types of crime. For example,
a meta-analysis of 52 studies found that the average IQ score of juvenile
offenders was 90.3, compared to 100 for non-offenders. Similarly, a study
of adult offenders found that the average IQ score was 93.7, compared to
100 for non-offenders.

There are a number of possible explanations for the relationship between
intelligence and crime. One possibility is that lower intelligence leads to
poor decision-making, which can increase the likelihood of engaging in
criminal behavior. Another possibility is that lower intelligence makes it
more difficult to succeed in school and in the job market, which can lead to
frustration and resentment and ultimately to criminal behavior. Finally, it is
also possible that lower intelligence is a marker for other risk factors for
crime, such as poverty, family instability, and peer pressure.

Theories of the Relationship Between Intelligence and Crime

There are a number of different theories that have been proposed to
explain the relationship between intelligence and crime. One theory is that
lower intelligence leads to poor decision-making, which can increase the
likelihood of engaging in criminal behavior. This theory is supported by the
research on the relationship between intelligence and cognitive functioning.
For example, studies have shown that offenders tend to have lower scores
on tests of problem-solving, reasoning, and memory than non-offenders.
This suggests that offenders may be more likely to engage in criminal
behavior because they are unable to make good decisions or to control
their impulses.



Another theory is that lower intelligence makes it more difficult to succeed
in school and in the job market, which can lead to frustration and
resentment and ultimately to criminal behavior. This theory is supported by
the research on the relationship between intelligence and socioeconomic
status. For example, studies have shown that offenders are more likely to
come from low-income families and to have lower levels of education than
non-offenders. This suggests that offenders may be more likely to engage
in criminal behavior because they are unable to achieve their goals through
legitimate means.

Finally, it is also possible that lower intelligence is a marker for other risk
factors for crime, such as poverty, family instability, and peer pressure. This
theory is supported by the research on the relationship between
intelligence and environmental factors. For example, studies have shown
that offenders are more likely to grow up in poor neighborhoods and to
have parents who are involved in criminal activity than non-offenders. This
suggests that offenders may be more likely to engage in criminal behavior
because they are exposed to a number of risk factors that can increase the
likelihood of offending.

The Implications of the Research for Prevention and Intervention
Programs

The research on intelligence and crime has a number of implications for
prevention and intervention programs. First, the research suggests that it is
important to identify youth who are at risk for engaging in criminal behavior.
This can be done through screening programs that assess youth for risk
factors such as low intelligence, poverty, family instability, and peer
pressure. Once youth have been identified as being at risk, they can be
targeted for prevention and intervention programs.



Second, the research suggests that it is important to focus prevention and
intervention programs on improving cognitive functioning. This can be done
through programs that teach youth how to solve problems, reason, and
control their impulses. These programs can help youth to make better
decisions and to avoid engaging in criminal behavior.

Third, the research suggests that it is important to focus prevention and
intervention programs on improving socioeconomic status. This can be
done through programs that help youth to succeed in school and in the job
market. These programs can help youth to achieve their goals through
legitimate means and to avoid engaging in criminal behavior.

The relationship between intelligence and crime is complex and there are
many factors that contribute to criminal behavior. However, the evidence
suggests that intelligence may play a role in the development of criminal
behavior. This is an important finding, as it can help us to better understand
the causes of crime and to develop more effective prevention and
intervention programs.
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