
Everyday Islamic Law and the Making of
Modern South Asia

Islamic law has played a central role in the development of South Asia. For
centuries, Islamic legal principles and practices have shaped the region's
social, political, and economic institutions. Even today, Islamic law
continues to influence the lives of millions of South Asians.

This article will explore the role of Islamic law in the making of modern
South Asia. It will examine how Islamic legal principles and practices have
shaped the region's social, political, and economic institutions.
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The history of Islamic law in South Asia can be traced back to the Arab
conquest of Sindh in the 8th century. The Arabs introduced Islamic law to
the region, and it soon became the dominant legal system.

Over time, Islamic law was adapted to the local conditions of South Asia.
This process of adaptation was influenced by a number of factors, including
the region's diverse religious and cultural traditions.

The Principles of Islamic Law

Islamic law is based on the teachings of the Quran and the Sunnah. The
Quran is the holy book of Islam, and it contains the revelations of God to
the Prophet Muhammad. The Sunnah is the collection of the sayings,
actions, and approvals of the Prophet Muhammad.

Islamic law is divided into two main categories:

Sharia: Sharia is the law that is derived from the Quran and the
Sunnah. It is considered to be the most authoritative source of Islamic
law.

Fiqh: Fiqh is the law that is developed by human jurists. It is based on
the principles of Sharia, but it also takes into account local customs
and traditions.

The Institutions of Islamic Law

Islamic law is administered by a number of institutions, including:

Qadis: Qadis are judges who are trained in Islamic law. They preside
over cases that involve Islamic law.



Muftis: Muftis are scholars who are experts in Islamic law. They issue
rulings on questions of Islamic law.

Ulama: Ulama are a group of scholars who are knowledgeable about
Islamic law. They play an important role in the development and
interpretation of Islamic law.

The Role of Islamic Law in Modern South Asia

Islamic law continues to play an important role in modern South Asia. It is
the primary source of law in a number of countries in the region, including
Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Bangladesh.

Even in countries where Islamic law is not the primary source of law, it still
has a significant influence on the legal system. For example, in India, many
family law matters are governed by Islamic law.

Islamic law has played a central role in the development of modern South
Asia. It has shaped the region's social, political, and economic institutions.
Even today, Islamic law continues to influence the lives of millions of South
Asians.

This article has provided a brief overview of the role of Islamic law in South
Asia. For more information, please consult the resources listed below.

Resources



Islamic Law in South Asia: A History

The Oxford Handbook of Islamic Law

Islamic Law and Society in South Asia
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