
Bodies In Doubt: An American History of
Intersex

Intersex people are individuals who are born with physical sex
characteristics that do not fit the typical definitions of male or female. These
characteristics may include chromosomes, genitals, or internal reproductive
organs that are atypical. Intersex people have existed throughout history
and across cultures, but their experiences have often been hidden or
ignored.

In the United States, intersex people have faced a long history of
discrimination and marginalization. This discrimination has taken many
forms, including medical interventions that aim to "normalize" intersex
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bodies, legal barriers to marriage and adoption, and social stigma and
prejudice.
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In recent years, there has been a growing movement for intersex rights.
This movement has led to increased awareness of intersex issues and a
growing number of legal protections for intersex people. However, intersex
people continue to face significant challenges, and their experiences are
still often misunderstood.

This book, Bodies In Doubt: An American History of Intersex, is the first
comprehensive history of intersex people in the United States. It draws on
a wide range of sources, including medical records, legal documents, and
personal narratives, to tell the story of how intersex people have been
treated throughout American history.

This book is an important contribution to the growing body of literature on
intersex issues. It is a valuable resource for anyone who wants to learn
more about intersex people and their experiences. It is also a powerful
reminder of the importance of fighting for the rights of all people, regardless
of their sex characteristics.
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Chapter 1: The Colonial Era

The first chapter of the book discusses the experiences of intersex people
in the colonial era. During this time, intersex people were often seen as
"freaks" or "monsters." They were often subjected to ridicule and abuse,
and they were often denied basic rights.

One of the most famous cases of intersex discrimination in the colonial era
is the case of Thomas/ine Hall. Hall was born in 1704 with ambiguous
genitalia. Hall was raised as a male, but he later identified as female. In
1740, Hall was arrested and charged with sodomy. He was convicted and
sentenced to death, but his sentence was later commuted to life in prison.

Hall's case is a tragic example of the discrimination that intersex people
faced in the colonial era. However, it is also a reminder of the resilience of
intersex people. Despite the challenges they faced, intersex people
continued to live their lives and fight for their rights.

Chapter 2: The 19th Century

The 19th century saw a growing interest in the medical study of intersex
people. This interest led to the development of new surgical techniques that
were used to "normalize" intersex bodies. These surgeries were often
painful and disfiguring, and they could have a devastating impact on
intersex people's lives.

In addition to the medicalization of intersex, the 19th century also saw the
rise of social stigma against intersex people. Intersex people were often
seen as immoral or deviant, and they were often excluded from mainstream
society.



One of the most famous examples of social stigma against intersex people
in the 19th century is the case of Harry/Harriet Morgan. Morgan was born in
1839 with ambiguous genitalia. Morgan was raised as a male, but he later
identified as female. In 1869, Morgan was arrested and charged with fraud
after he married a woman. He was convicted and sentenced to five years in
prison.

Morgan's case is a tragic example of the social stigma that intersex people
faced in the 19th century. However, it is also a reminder of the strength and
resilience of intersex people. Despite the challenges they faced, intersex
people continued to live their lives and fight for their rights.

Chapter 3: The 20th Century

The 20th century saw a continuation of the medicalization and social
stigma of intersex people. However, this century also saw the beginnings of
the intersex rights movement.

In 1965, the Intersex Society of North America (ISNA) was founded. ISNA
is the oldest and largest organization advocating for the rights of intersex
people in the United States. ISNA has played a major role in raising
awareness of intersex issues and in fighting for the rights of intersex
people.

In addition to the founding of ISNA, the 20th century also saw the
development of new medical technologies that could be used to diagnose
and treat intersex conditions. These technologies included genetic testing
and microsurgery. These technologies have made it possible for intersex
people to receive more accurate diagnoses and more effective treatment.



Despite the progress that has been made in the 20th century, intersex
people continue to face challenges. They are still subjected to
discrimination and stigma, and they often have difficulty accessing medical
care and other services. However, the intersex rights movement is growing
stronger, and intersex people are making their voices heard.

Chapter 4: The 21st Century

The 21st century has seen a continuation of the trends of the 20th century.
Intersex people continue to face discrimination
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